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Committee members, I am Heather Somers, state Senator for the 18th district which includes the Town of 

Groton. I am filing this testimony to oppose Gov. Malloy’s two-year budget proposal that would severely 

damage the entire education system in my hometown. 

 

The Groton School system has been making great strides over the last few months to both meet the needs of a 

unique student population while investing in the bricks and mortar needed to create a safe learning environment. 

The recent victory of a school construction referendum will transform the various outdated and obsolete 

buildings into state of the art facilities. 

 

That is why Gov. Dan Malloy’s two-year budget proposal to cut education aid to Groton’s school districts is so 

baffling and disappointing.  Gov. Malloy proposes a $13.1 million reduction in funding to Groton, an absurd 

proposal that originally had many local leaders wondering if the number was a typographical error. But it is not 

and Groton now has the dubious distinction of suffering the worst cut in education funding in the entire state. 

The proposal also puts Groton taxpayers on the hook for a portion of the costs of teacher’s pensions.  

 

Recently, I joined leaders and elected officials at the Groton administration building to alert the public to this 

harsh reality. State Rep. Christine Conley and State Rep. Joe de la Cruz, both Democrats, and I agree this is a 

Groton issue, not a political matter. Groton is a Middle Class community of 45,000 residents but it has many of 

the needs of a city. 

 

The state budget for too long has become a political exercise where one community has been pitted against 

another and this year is no exception. Communities that have managed their assets, made investments in their 

schools, kept their debt low are being punished by reductions beyond any reasonable standards. The funding 

used to be based on a formula that took into account various economic factors, demographics, population 

forecast, student enrollment and poverty statistic, among other measurements. 

 

Since announcing these funding proposals, no one from the Malloy administration has explained the method to 

their madness. If there is a formula or method, no one knows or is offering one. This does not build confidence 

in the fairness of these numbers and leads reasonable people to think the entire process is corrupted. 

 

Groton’s schools have unique challenges because it educates the children of our servicemen and women at the 

submarine base – the only military facility in Connecticut. That student population fluctuates as some families 

move in and leave during the school year. It seems clear the Malloy administration didn’t factor in those 

students in their calculation. 

 



 

 

According to Groton school officials, 1,092 children are ineligible for HUSKY health care coverage but our 

eligible for Tricare - a federal insurance while 500 children of military parents receive free or reduced-priced 

lunch. Neither of these populations appears to have been counted in the formulation of Gov. Malloy’s aid to 

Groton. 

 

Regardless of how the administration got to its numbers, it has caused needless panic among students, parents, 

teachers and those who understand the value a competitive school system means to Groton and to the future of 

the submarine base. There should be little doubt that the Groton base will be in the sites of another Defense 

Base Relocation and Realignment Commission (BRAC) in the near future. BRAC personnel do consider what 

the local community provides to its personnel, including a quality education for the children of the defenders of 

liberty. 

 

The budget proposal by Gov. Malloy would lead to major cuts in education programs, layoffs of teachers, 

overcrowding, lost opportunities and long-term damage to keeping the submarine base open. 

 

The economic challenges facing our state and its government are based on years of reckless spending, 

borrowing and taxation that have driven commerce away. We can restore funding to Groton and other deserving 

towns by starting over, from a clean sheet, and build a state budget built on real need – one that rewards 

innovation and accountability – not paper over generations of incompetence and neglect.   

 

 


